
Leave the snow and cold of Iowa behind as we head to the sunny Caribbean!  Someone to wait on 
you and make the bed, no dishes to wash, 10 days of gourmet meals...get the idea?  Letôs go! 
 
February 9 we pick up in our guaranteed departure cities, on our way to Des Moines.  We stay 
near the airport.  (We avoid weather delays and early morning winter worries.)  Weôll have a brief 
orientation tonight.  Weôll answer your questions on just about any aspect of your cruise and let 
you know what to expect.   
 
February 10 you and your experienced hosts check in and fly to Fort 
Lauderdale, FL.  Your cruise host will see to all the details so you wonôt 
have to worry!  Upon arrival in Ft. Lauderdale, weôre transferred by motor 
coach to our hotel.  Enjoy a leisurely evening and get acquainted with your 
fellow cruisers. 

 
February 11 whether youôre a seasoned veteran or a first-timer, youôll feel confi-
dent as we board our coach and transfer to Port Everglades and check in with 
Holland America Line.  The MS Zuiderdam  is one of Holland Americaôs Vista 
class ships.  This fabulous ship has nearly 85% oceanview staterooms of which, 
many have private balconies.  The fully-stabilized 82,000-gross ton ms Zuider-
dam stretches 951 feet long and accommodates 1,848 guests.  The 11 passen-
ger decks include an elegant atrium, a three-story show lounge, shops, lounges, 
a large spa & fitness center, an Internet café, a full casino, a pool and whirlpool 

(with a sliding dome, so the weatherôs always fine!), an elegant 2-level dining room, an even more 
upscale alternative dining room, the poolside Terrace Grill, Explorations Café, (a coffee house en-
vironment where you can browse through an extensive library, surf the Internet and check email or 
simply read the morning paper) and a variety of other public rooms.  An expansive deck surrounds 
the ship, offering great sightseeing opportunities as we experience the canal, a wonderful place to 
take a morning jaunt and of course, an outstanding place to lounge in a deck chair and watch the 
world go by!  4 glass exterior elevators give you a unique perspective of the sea. 
 
From the time you board the ship, you will sense that something is different!  As aboard 
all Holland America Ships, the Indonesian and Filipino staff will do an excellent job of pro-
viding you with gracious (nearing unbelievable) service.  Your waiter will get to know your 
little idiosyncrasies by the second day and anticipate your requests.  Your stateroom 
steward will learn your schedule, make up your room and change your towels seemingly 
out of thin air, never intruding.   
 

Whether youôre a ñmeat and potatoesò sort of individual, or a discriminating con-
noisseur, you will find delight in the menus (which have no prices!).  Breakfast 
and lunch  can be served to you in the dining room or peruse all of the choices 
in the Lido Restaurant, arranged food court-style!  Donôt miss the Royal Dutch 
High Tea, snacks or specialty coffees in the Windstar Café, the ice cream bar or 
the late-night extravaganzas  understatedly called ñsnacks.ò  Dinner  is a 
nightly ñeventò as you descend the elegant staircase to the sounds of a string 
trio.  A different array of gourmet dishes and decadent desserts are featured 
each night.  Some of our nights will be formal, some informal, and others will be 
more casual.  For a special experience, dine in the upscale alternative restau-
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rant with an even more incredible menu and a more intimate atmosphere; all for a small addi-
tional cover charge.  If you just want an informal, quick dinner, check out the food court-style 
Lido Restaurant where youôll find everything from pizza to stir-fry. 
 
Each evening after dinner, different entertainment  will be presented in the 3-
level show lounge, including Broadway, comedy, illusion, dance and a variety of 
musical artists.  Thereôs never a cover charge or a ticket to buy!  After the show, 
stroll on deck, try your luck in the casino, relax with piano music in the Crowôs 
Nest lounge or rush back to your stateroom to plan your next day!  A program will 
be slipped under your door each evening, providing a list of the many activities 
available on board for the next day as well as information on ports which lie 
ahead.  On days at sea, youôll find plenty of activities to keep even the most active person occu-

pied.  If you just want to lose yourself in a good book or catch a current movie, the 
option is yours! 
 
Unpack once in your comfortable stateroom, which is larger than a comparable 
cabin on other cruise lines.  This will be your (pampered) home for the next 10 
nights ! 
 

February 12 our day is spent at Half Moon Cay , Holland America's private island in the Baha-
mas.  Picture a near-perfect crescent of beach kissed by crystal clear water as warm as your 
bath, backed with lush forest.  It's yours to enjoy today!  Float on an air mattress, take a stroll on 
the nature trails, or enjoy a good book in the shade of a palm tree.  
A "picnic in paradise"  will also be served as a part of your day on 
Half Moon Cay.  Optional shore experiences include parasailing 
(you don't even have to get wet!), kayaking on a tranquil lagoon, 
horseback riding (how DO they get those horses out there?), deep 
sea fishing, water toy rental (Hobies, kayaks, paddleboats, water-
bikes), feed stingrays,  snorkel, scuba or a host of other activities.  
If you act quickly, you may even be able to reserve your own private cabana (for up to 4 peo-
ple), complete with refrigerator, ceiling fan, air conditioner, table and chairs inside, and deck 
chairs as well as a misting shower on the private terrace.  Back on board, an evening of fine 
dining and great entertainment awaits! 

 
February 13 wake up when you want and enjoy breakfast as you like.  Ah!!!!  A full 
day at sea!  Soak up the sun around the pool, participate in some of the many on-
board activities, book a massage or study up on our next port.  Knowledgeable 
cruise staff will present information on available shore excursions and will let you 
know what bargains to seek!  Too busy to attend the shore excursions talk?  Catch it 
as it's repeated on the shipboard television system right in your own stateroom, 

along with movies, CNN and other programming.  Dress to the hilt tonight (or more conserva-
tively, if itôs more your style) as the Captain hosts a gala cocktail reception and dinner. 
 
February 14 we dock at Oranjestad, Aruba .  Shop colorful floating markets.  Take a semi-
submersible or a submarine trip.  Tour the countryside or steal away to a white sandy 
beach.  Tour the Butterfly Farm, Arubaôs number one ecological attraction.  Sail on a cata-
maran and go snorkeling or hike and snorkel.  Take a kayak trip or learn to scuba dive.  
Ride a jetboat or go four-wheeling.  Youôll love this port! 
 

February 15 the Zuiderdam arrives in a city which strongly 
resembles Amsterdam with its colorful gabled canal houses, 
Willemstad, Curaçao .  Shore options include duty-free shopping 
for such names as Gucci, Hermes and Baccarat or discover 
where the bottled version of Curaçao originates as you tour the 
Chobolobo Distillery.  Take a canoe safari or a kayak adventure, 
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