
Weôve found a fantastic way to visit Egypt and Israel!  Sail aboard a very intimate, beautiful ship, enjoy fabulous cuisine 
and take advantage of several optional overnight excursions.  The stories of the Bible will come to vivid life as we ex-
plore the Holy Land!  Weôll also have a chance to explore Rome as well as parts of Greece and Turkey! 
 
September 23 board in one of our convenient guaranteed departure cities, on our way to Minneapolis-St. Paul Interna-
tional Airport.  Check in for your flight to Rome with your experienced international and cruise escort.  Let our experi-
ence get you easily through those airports. 

 
September 24 we arrive in Rome, where weôll clear customs, immigration and meet our motor 
coach.  Weôll transfer to our hotel, for a little time to refresh and relax.  This afternoon we tour the 
Vatican Museums.  Our visit will take us through the most significant cultural and religious areas of 
the Vatican Museums, including the Pio Clementino Museum (classical antiquity), the Gallery of the 
Candelabras, the Gallery of the Geographical Maps and the Tapestry Gallery (Renaissance Art), 
the Raphael Rooms and the Sistine Chapel.  Weôll also have a chance to explore the enor-
mous St. Peterõs Basilica.  This evening, weôll celebrate the start of our voyage together over 
dinner.  

 
September 25 after breakfast we embark on a panoramic tour of Rome.  Weôll see the Coliseum, the Forum, the 
Spanish Steps, the Fountain of Trevi and many other celebrated sights of this spectacular city.  We then return to 
our hotel. 

 
September 26 enjoy breakfast at our hotel before departing for Civitavecchia, where Holland 
Americaôs MS Prinsendam will be moored.  Smallest and most intimate of Holland Americaôs 
ships, the gorgeous Prinsendam was designed to explore the remote corners of the world in ele-
gance and style.  Accommodating just 835 passengers, this ship gives guests the feel of a classic 
yacht with the spaciousness of a cruise ship.  The MS Prinsendam offers many cozy areas in 
which to find your favorite spot.  Most staterooms feature commanding ocean views and many 
have private verandahs.  
 

The Indonesian and Filipino staff will do an excellent job of providing you with gracious (nearing unbeliev-
able) service.  Your waiter will pick up on your little idiosyncrasies by the second day and anticipate your re-
quests.  Your stateroom steward will learn your schedule, make up your room and change your towels, never 
intruding.   
 
Whether youôre a ñmeat and potatoesò sort of individual, or a discriminating connoisseur, you will find delight 
in the menus (which have no prices!).  Breakfast and lunch can be served to you in the dining room or pe-
ruse all of the choices in the buffet-style Lido Restaurant! 

   
Donôt miss the Royal Dutch High Tea, snacks or specialty coffees in the Explorations Caf® (a comfortable, 
coffee house where you can browse through an extensive library, surf the Internet and check e-mail or read 
the morning paper), the ice cream bar or the late-night extravaganzas understatedly called ñsnacks.ò  A differ-
ent array of gourmet dishes and decadent desserts are featured each evening at dinner.  Some of our nights 
will be formal, some informal, and others will be more casual.  For a special experience, dine 
in the upscale alternative restaurant with an even more incredible menu and a more intimate 
atmosphere; all for a small additional cover charge.  If you just want an informal, quick din-
ner, check out the food court-style Lido Restaurant where youôll find everything from pizza to 
stir-fry. 
 

Each evening after dinner, different entertainment will be presented in the show lounge, including 
Broadway, comedy, illusion, dance and a variety of musical artists.  Thereôs never a cover charge or a ticket to buy!  
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After the show, stroll on deck, try your luck in the casino, relax with one of several 
styles of music or rush back to your stateroom to plan your next day!  A program will 
be slipped under your door each evening, providing a list of the many activities avail-
able on board plenty of activities to keep even the most active person occupied.  If 
you just want to lose yourself in a good book or catch a current movie, the option is 
yours! 
 

Unpack once in your comfortable, well-appointed stateroom, which is larger than a comparable cabin on other cruise 
lines.  This will be your (pampered) home for the next 14 nights! 
 
September 27 have breakfast at your leisure (or order room service!).  We cruise the Strait of Messina and Strom-

boli Volcano.  Stromboli is a small island in the Tyrrhenian Sea, off the north coast of Sicily, contain-
ing one of three active volcanoes in Italy.  The island has a population of between 400 and 850.  The 
volcano has erupted many times, giving rise to the island's nickname "Lighthouse of the Mediterra-
nean."  The Strait of Messina is the narrow passage between the eastern tip of Sicily and the southern 
tip of Calabria, in the south of Italy.  The idea for a bridge spanning the strait has been around since 
Roman times.  A design was also submitted for a buoyant subma-
rine tube to cross the strait. 

  
September 28 the Prinsendam is at anchor in Pylos, Greece, a beautiful town of 
whitewashed houses on the south coast of the bay of Navarino.  Flowers and pas-
try shops will captivate you!   
 
September 29 kick back and recharge during a relaxing day at sea.  Maybe today is the day to pamper yourself with 
that optional massage or spa treatment?   

 
September 30 we arrive at Alexandria, Egypt.  Optional shore experiences focus on the amazing 
Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx.  Tour by private car, by motor coach or even by four-wheel drive 
vehicle.  Take a panoramic tour of Alexandria, tour the Roman Catacombs, or Pompey's Pillar, which 
stands before the ruins of the Temple of Serapis.  An overnight excursion (which will conclude at our 
next port, where you rejoin the Prinsendam) is also available, to allow you to spend most of two days 
among some of the Wonders of the Ancient World. 
 
October 1 weôre at Port Said, Egypt, where weôll have another chance to explore the Pyramids and Sphinx. 
 
October 2 the Prinsendam arrives at Ashdod, Israel.  Optional excursions take you to Jerusalem, where you will 
view the city from atop the Mt. of Olives.  Walk through the Garden of Gethsemane, enter the old city and follow 
the stations of Via Dolorosa as well as the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the Wailing Wall and more.  Options 
also visit Bethlehem and Masada ï the mountaintop fortress overlooking the Dead Sea.  Overnight options 
(rejoining the ship in our next port) allow you a more in-depth visit as well added opportunities to visit Naz-
areth, Mt. of the Beatitudes, Yardenit ï baptismal site on the River Jordan, the Sea of Galilee and the incredi-
ble Petra in Jordan. 
 

October 3 we arrive at Haifa, Israel.  Optional shore experiences offer a chance to visit Capernaum, Nazareth, 
Caesarea, Mt. Carmel, the Golan Heights, Cana and more.  The Bible comes to full color. 
 
October 4 take a break and catch up on your journal (or catch your breath!) during a relaxing day at sea.  Plan 
your strategies for our next ports, participate in some of the on-board activities or do nothing at all!   

 
October 5 the Prinsendam arrives at Iskenderun, Turkey.  Options take you to Antakya (Antioch) and 
the beautiful Mediterranean countryside.  See the ñcave churchò in which St. Peter preached to the 
Christian population of Antioch.  Persecution was rife at the time and is evidenced by the tunnel that 
once opened to the mountains - an escape route for those in jeopardy because of their faith.  The book 
of Acts notes that Barnabas and Paul (himself once an avid persecutor of Christians) stayed in Antioch 
for a year, preaching to the people there and converting thousands.  Around the same time as Paul, 
Barnabas and Peter were spreading the gospel of Christianity, the Romans were completing magnificent 

mosaics in the homes and public buildings of Antakya.  These stunningly colorful pieces of exquisite art are on dis-
play at the Mosaic & Archaeological Museum, ranking among the best of its kind in the world. 
 

Reservations & Information:  1-877-694-8687 or www.northlandtravel.com 


