Di scover the many wonders of Chinaéthe beauty of
Great Wall, the Forbidden City, the Terra Cotta
lanes at Tongli; the striking skyline of Shanghai and much more. Many of you saw the 2008 Olympics and
have heard of the phenomenal development in China. This travel package will help you experience the re-
cent development as well as the spectacular sites that preserve the history of China.

Ités our pleasure to introduce Les Huth to you!
ternational travel. Les has led groups of teachers and has taught secondary students at Guangxi University
in Guilin, China in 1999, 2001 and 2004. He has led groups to most of the sites we will visit. In 2009 Les
directed a tour to China for the alumni and friends of Wartburg College. They had a fantastic local host for
the very successful trip. The same host is scheduled to join us in Beijing, which will make the entire experi-
ence very simple and enjoyable. She is extremely knowledgeable and positive. Les will also introduce you
to friends and colleagues in the Guilin area which will allow you an even more enriching cultural experience
of this area in a casual and comfortable manner.

June 12 we pick up through our guaranteed departu
Omabha and have a short orientation.

June 13 you and your experienced international es
getting around the airports an easy experience for you. (In-flight meals)

June 14 we arrive in Beijing , clear customs and immigration then transfer to our hotel in the heart of the city.
Rel ax and enjoy the evening in Chifighardesls)hi st ori c a

June 15 after breakfast at our hotel, we tour Beijing's imperial treasures. First,
Tian'anmen Square , the largest public square in the world, capable of holding
one million people. Stroll across its vast expanse of historical buildings, Commu-
nist monuments and huge museums, including Chairman Mao's Mausoleum, the

National People's Congress. Walk through the Gate of
Heavenly Peace, under the famed portrait of Chairman
Mao, to enter the Forbidden City , a 9,999-room com-
pound, where the 24 emperors of the Ming and the Qing
Dynasties ruled the Middle Kingdom for nearly 500 years
(1420-1911). Experience the architectural splendor of the palaces, ceremonial court-
yards and private quarters. Afterlunch at a | oc al restaurant
Beijing Zoo . This afternoon, we tour the Summer Palace , with its sprawling en-
campment of temples, pavilions, and the 728-yard Long Corridor. It served the Qing
Dynasty as an imperial retreat from the stifling summer confines of the Forbidden

Reservations & Information: -B77-694-8687 or www.northlandtravel.com

Li
or


http://northland.server281.com/reservation.php

City. Itis most associated, however, with the Empress Dowager Cixi who paid for the extravagant Marble
Boat with funds meant for the modernization of the Imperial Navy. It is the best preserved and the largest
imperial garden in China. Later, enjoy a boat ride on picturesque Kunming Lake. (B,L,D)

June 16 we visit the Temple of Heaven, considered the supreme achievement
of traditional Chinese architecture. During each winter solstice, the Ming and
Qing emperors would perform rites and make sacrifices to Heaven praying for
good harvest for their empire. The most striking edifice is the "Hall of Prayer of
Good Harvests", which according to the emperor's Fengshui masters, is the ex-
act point where heaven and Earth met. Built in 1420,
this masterpiece of Ming architecture features triple
eaves, dramatically carved marble balustrades, and a
gorgeous glazed azure roof that symbolizes the color of heaven. Built without a
single nail, this 120-foot-high structure is fixed by four inner pillars, which repre-
sent the seasons, and two sets of 12 columns, which denote the months and
the traditional Chinese division of
"Bird Nest" and visit the exterior portion of this magnificent complex - the main
stadium of 2008 Beijing Olympics. We then take a scenic drive through the
countryside to reach China's most renowned monument - the Great Wall. The
foriginal o wall was begun
keep out foreign invaders. Construction continued for centuries, eventually link-
ing up the walls of the former independent kingdoms. The Great Wall mean-
ders through China's northern mountain ranges from the Yellow Sea to the
Gobi Desert - a distance of over 3,500 miles! Chairman Mao once said "If you
haven't walked on the Wall, you haven't been a good Chinese." Today you will
have ample time to walk a section of the Great Wall and get a sense of the
enormity of this ancient edifice, which is visible from space. This evening, sa-
vor a specially prepared Beijing Duck, cooked to crispy perfec-

tion. (B,L,D)

June 17 experience the world of Beijing's Hutongs, via rickshaw . This network of
courtyard homes and narrow lanes traditionally linked the OId City. Tour the maze-
like alleyways and neighborhood residences before it's gone forever. See the locals

as they go about their daily activitiesg] We 61 |
the Lotus Flower Market and take a leisurely walk along "Lotus
Lane" lined with bars, restaurants and

also experience a delicious meal served in the home of a local
family. This afternoon we transfer to the airport for a short flight
to X i 6 amstoric gateway to the Silk Road and the capital of
the Middle Kingdom for 11 dynasties. At a time when ancient Beijing was just a
remote trading post, Xidan was the capi
and richest cities, with a population exceeding one million in the 10th century. After
dinner, take a relaxing walk to the heart of the city to visit its fascinating night mar-
ket. In the center of Xian, visible everywhere from the surrounding city walls, are

the city's two Ming Dynasty treasures, the Bell and Drum Towers. A great bell once rang at dawn in the
Bell Tower, which dates to 1384. Ités a classic
Tower is where a drum was beaten daily at sundown. First erected in 1380, the Drum Tower has be-

come the gateway to the old Muslim quarter and its historical mosque. Founded in 742, the Great

Mosque is the focus of the more than 30,000 Chinese Muslims (Hui), whose beards and white caps dis-
tinguish them from Han Chinese. Stand in four beautiful courtyards of ancient trees and ornate arches.
Tour the lovely and unusual area with bustling stalls and enjoy some of the best street food in

China! (B,L,D)

June 18 we vist modern China's greatest archaeological discovery, The Terra Cotta
Warriors and Horses , which silently guarded the tomb of China's First Emperor for
over 2,200 years. In 1974, a local farmer uncovered the first of three massive earth
and timber vaults, while digging a well. The extensive excavation, still in progress,
has yielded more than 6,000 life-sized terra cotta warriors, each individually sculpted,
with the physical characteristics of the humans after which they were modeled. Arch-
ers, infantrymen, horses and bronze chariots hav
lunch at a local restaurant and see a noodle making demonstration. The Tang
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